
Georgia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities

Board of Behavioral Health and  
Developmental Disabilities

October 13, 2022



Next Meeting DateRoll Call / Call to Order
Introduction of Speaker  
Action Items
Commissioner’s Report
• Hospital Update
• Teen Summit Recap
Chair’s Report
Public Comment

Agenda



Roll Call

David Sofferin
Director, Office of Public Affairs



Call to Order

David Glass
Chair



Introduction of Speaker

Jeff Breedlove
Georgia Council on Substance Abuse



Action Items:
• Board Meeting Minutes – August 30, 2022
• Recognition of Retiring Board Member Justine Welsh, M.D.



Commissioner’s Report

Judy Fitzgerald  
Commissioner



Hospital Update
Emile Risby, M.D., Director, Division of Hospital and Forensic Services



Hospital Workforce: System Progress
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Hospital Workforce: System Progress
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Suicide Prevention Team Post-Event Review Presentation 



Among Georgia Teens Aged 12-17 years…

Suicide was the 
3rd leading cause 
of death in 2020.

There were 80 
suicide deaths in 
2021-- a 51% 
increase from 
2020.

Between 2017 and 
2021, there were 
approximately 
18,000 Years of 
Potential Life Lost.

Males accounted 
for 73% of suicide 
deaths between 
2017 and 2021.

Suicide ED visits/ 
Hospitalizations 
are about four 
times higher 
among females.

The suicide rate is 
highest among 
White males.

The suicide rate is 
higher among 
non-Hispanic 
individuals.



2022 Official Event Logo:



Attendees 
received 
messaging in a 
safe space from 
individuals 
catered to the 
youth and teen 
population.

Enhanced 
knowledge among 
teens about how 
to recognize signs 
and symptoms 
preceding a crisis 
and how to help. 

Attendees gained 
familiarity with 
suicide crisis 
hotlines and 
resources (e.g., 
GCAL, 988).

Key Points



Event Promotional Graphics:



iHeartRadio Sponsorship:

-Main Stage Pre-Event



Main Sponsors:



Venue Marquee Graphics:



Teen Volunteers



Entry Hall Branding:



Venue Main Hall:



Keynote Speaker 
| Vira Jo Bustos

Marvel Stuntwoman 
| Shauna Galligan

Event Host | Rachael 
Holloman:

Respect Institute 
Speaker| Jessica 
Smith

Event Speakers:



Q&A with Jax and 
Benson Boone

The Magic of 
David Jowers
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Musical Performance by 
Benson Boone



Post-Event Survey Results

27%50%23% 8% 38% 54%



Post-Event Survey Results



Post-Event Survey Results



Chair’s Report

David Glass
Chair



Public Comment



Next Board Meeting

December 8, 2022



Georgia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities
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