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Today’s Topics

• New Medicaid Aid Category
449 – PA Waiver Services

• Adult Therapy Services
Therapy Service “Bundle” Overview
ISP Development (Service Summary)
Prior Authorization Development



New Medicaid Aid Category
449 – PA Waiver Services 



Medicaid Aid Category: 449 – PA Waiver Services

"Aid Category 449 was created to identify all active SSI members that have active PA's for 
HCBS services such as NOW, COMP, ICWP, and EDWP (CCSP, SOURCE). When SSI 
terminates, GAMMIS will run ex-parte processing on this group looking at income, resources 
from SDX and an active PA in GAMMIS, and if eligible, put them in a newly created Waiver 
ex-parte aid category. Utilize the existing ex-parte process with Gateway for a full eligibility 
determination by DFCS of the appropriate waiver aid category in Gateway. The Ex-parte
report should contain the members demographic information, the type of HCBS services, the 
effective begin and end date as shown on the PA for the member in the GAMMIS system. 
These members would stay active on Ex-parte Waiver Medicaid until a full eligibility 
determination is done by DFCS. GW approval will be transmitted via daily interface. Denials 
will follow the current Ex-Parte process. Medicaid Programs: NOW (COS 680), COMP (COS 
681), ICWP (COS 660), CCSP (COS 590)."

Statement from the Georgia Department of Community Health, Division of Medicaid…



Medicaid Aid Category: 449 – PA Waiver Services

Division of Medicaid’s Recommended Process Flow…

A DMA-6 or DMA-7, along with the MAO 
Communicator, is completed and submitted to DFCS

Member, pending eligibility, is given the 449 PA Waiver 
Services aid category status  

Member’s SSI Medicaid status is terminated



Medicaid Aid Category: 449 – PA Waiver Services

Medicaid Information Status: IDD Connects



Medicaid Aid Category: 449 – PA Waiver Services

Medicaid Information Status: GAMMIS Web Portal (Provider View)



Adult Therapy Services



Adult Therapy Services: Policy
Special Eligibility Conditions

Adult Therapy Services are not available until the waiver individual’s 
21st birthday

The need for Adult Therapy Services must be reflected in the Intake 
and Evaluation Team approved Individual Service Plan (ISP).

There is a reasonable expectation by the licensed professional that the 
individual can achieve the goals in the necessary time frame. 

All services must be ordered by a physician.



Adult Therapy Services: Summary Service Amount

Key Tips
 For ‘Evaluations’ services, authorize 2 units.

 Therapy Services are calculated in IDD Connects using the lowest rate within each “bundle”. 
As a result, it may be necessary to authorize additional funding to ensure full reimbursement 
by the rendering providers.

 The annual maximum for all Adult Therapy services combined is $5,400.

 Adult Nutrition Services are not a part of the Adult Therapy services annual maximum of 
$5,400.

 Please review Appendix A in Part III of the NOW & COMP Waiver manuals for all rates and 
service limits.



Adult Therapy Services: Policy & Rates

For additional information regarding Adult Therapy Services, please review Part 
III of the NOW/COMP policy. All waiver services rates are listed in Appendix A of 
the NOW/COMP policy:

 www.mmis.georgia.gov 
 Provider Information
 Provider Manuals
 Comprehensive Supports Waiver Program Chapters 1300-3600
 New Options Waiver Program



Therapy Service “Bundle” Overview

Service Example: Adult Occupational Therapy Services

Adult Therapy Services will not be approved and authorized as 
independent services but within a “bundle” based on a unique 

‘Therapy Type’ and ‘Group Type’.  



ISP Development (Service Summary)

Adult Therapy Services will not be approved and authorized as 
independent services but within a “bundle” based on a unique 

‘Therapy Type’ and ‘Group Type’.  



Prior Authorization Development
Each Adult Therapy Service line will contain all the procedure 

codes for the corresponding ‘Group Type’. The procedure codes 
will be submitted to Medicaid (GAMMIS) and billable when 

rendered.   



Prior Authorization Development

Medicaid/GAMMIS State View

All 4 procedure codes visible to State users (GAMMIS)



Prior Authorization Development
Medicaid/GAMMIS Web Portal Provider View

Only 1 of 4 procedure codes visible to providers (97165)



Prior Authorization Development: A Tale of Two Rates

IDD Connects uses two different rate methodologies for prior authorization 
development. For each therapy ‘Group Type’, the lowest rate within the 
“bundle” will be used to calculate the authorized amount. Only one rate can be 
associated with each “bundle”.



Prior Authorization Development: A Tale of Two Rates

By using the lowest rate within the “bundle” we can maximize the highest 
number of hours or sessions available within the annual maximum for Adult 
Therapy Services.  



Prior Authorization Development: A Tale of Two Rates

To ensure that all the rates within the “bundle” are reimbursable, we’ll send the 
highest to Medicaid (GAMMIS). Providers will bill using the rate associated with 
the service rendered.    



Speech & Language Therapy: A Tale of Two Rates



Physical Therapy: A Tale of Two Rates



Occupational Therapy: A Tale of Two Rates



Adult Therapy Services: Policy & Rates

For additional information regarding Adult Therapy Services, please review Part 
III of the NOW/COMP policy. All waiver services rates are listed in Appendix A of 
the NOW/COMP policy:

 www.mmis.georgia.gov 
 Provider Information
 Provider Manuals
 Comprehensive Supports Waiver Program Chapters 1300-3600
 New Options Waiver Program



Technical Assistance Guide Review

Used for Calculation Amounts in the Service Summary



Questions
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