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ADOPTION ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY LETTER FOR YOUTH AGE 18 AND OVER 

[Enter Return Address]
Date:      
[Enter Recipient's Address]
Regarding:      
Dear      :

This letter serves to advise you that your child may be eligible to receive Adoption Assistance benefits after age 18, as your child was placed on adoptive status while in the permanent custody of DFCS (termination of parental rights (TPR) on both parents was completed by DFCS) OR your child was placed from DFCS custody into the Permanent Custody of a specified relative or individual for the purpose of adoption. 

Below are the Eligibility Criteria:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Child is over the age of 18 and potentially eligible for Adoption Assistance while in High School on a full-time basis.  Child is not eligible past High School.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Child was placed on adoptive status at age 13 or older and potentially eligible for Adoption Assistance while in High School, College or Technical School on a full-time basis.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Child was placed on adoptive status prior to July 1, 1998 and potentially eligible for Adoption Assistance while in High School, College or Technical School on a full-time basis.


You will find a full explanation of the Requirements for Adoption Assistance after age 18 on the following page. 
Please ensure that you take the necessary steps to meet the Requirements applicable to your child as checked above, in order for your child to remain eligible for Adoption Assistance.  The Requirements are listed under the following categories:

· Requirements Regarding Over 18 and in High School 
· Requirements Regarding Over 18 and in College / Technical School

Should one of the requirements not be met, Adoption Assistance must be terminated, and once terminated, cannot be reinstated.  
Feel free to contact me if you have any questions and concerns, at [Enter Phone Number] and [Enter Email Address]. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

     
(Case Manager)

     
(Supervisor)

ADOPTION ASSISTANCE BENEFITS – REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY 

BEYOND AGE 18

BASIC REQUIREMENT: Only children who were placed for adoption while in the permanent custody of DHS are eligible for benefits beyond age 18, or those children who were placed from DHS temporary custody into the permanent custody of a specified relative or individual for the purpose of adoption.

Once the Basic Requirement above is met, a child over age 18 may qualify for Adoption Assistance in High School or College, but only if the specific criteria listed below are met and documented.  If the Basic Requirement above is not met for the child’s adoption, the information listed below is not applicable, and the child’s Adoption Assistance must be terminated at the end of the child’s 18th birth month. 

If children meet the above BASIC REQUIREMENT, Adoption Assistance may continue past 18 only under the following conditions:

Requirements Regarding Over 18 and in High School:

Adoption Assistance can be continued in High School until graduation or the child’s 21st birthday, whichever occurs first, but only if the BASIC REQUIREMENT above is met AND the conditions below are met: 

· Adoptive Parents must provide written verification of full-time attendance in school to the County DFCS Adoption Unit within 15 days of the beginning of the child’s 18th birth month.

· Adoptive Parents must provide written verification of full-time attendance on a quarterly basis (every 90 days) following the 18th birthday. Adoptive parents are responsible for sending in timely verification.

· Adoptive Parent must provide verifications in accordance with deadlines given by DFCS for providing such information.  

· Written verification of full-time attendance must be on official School letterhead and signed by School officials.

· There can be no gaps in attendance (no skipped quarters or semesters), other than the summer.

· GED and Job Corp do not qualify as High School attendance, and thus do not meet the standard for Adoption Assistance to continue past age 18.

· The child must continue to be financially dependent upon the adoptive parent(s).

Requirements Regarding Over 18 and in College / Technical School

Adoption Assistance can be continued into College or Technical School only if the child meets the BASIC REQUIREMENT above AND was placed on adoptive status at age 13 or older or was placed on adoptive status prior to July 1, 1998, AND the conditions below are met:    

· Adoptive Parents must provide written verification of full-time attendance to the County DFCS Adoption Unit within 15 days of the beginning of the child’s 18th birth month, if the child is in high school or college / technical school. 

· Adoptive Parents must provide written verification of full-time attendance on a quarterly basis (every 90 days) following the 18th birthday. Adoptive parents are responsible for sending in timely verification. 

· Adoptive Parents must provide an application for the chosen College/Technical School to the County DFCS Adoption Unit by July 31st for children graduating from high school with plans to attend College or Technical School (especially for children already age 18 at the time of graduation).

· Adoptive Parents must provide Verification of acceptance and full-time enrollment in a College / Technical School for the Fall quarter or semester by September 15th for children who have recently graduated high school.

· The Adoptive Parent must provide verifications in accordance with deadlines given by DFCS for providing such information.  

· Written verification of full-time attendance must be on official School/College letterhead and signed by School/College officials.

· There can be no gaps in attendance (no skipped quarters or semesters), other than the summer.

· GED and Job Corp do not qualify as High School or College/Technical School attendance, and thus do not meet the standard for Adoption Assistance to continue past age 18 (end of the 18th birth month).

· The child must continue to be financially dependent upon the adoptive parent(s). 

Adoptive Parents are encouraged to contact their local DFCS Adoption Unit prior to any deadlines, to seek clarification of any policies regarding children over 18.
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